
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

When an extraordinary event takes place, we always try to remember, 

òWhere was I when it happened.ó  For those of us who lived thru the Six-Day 

War of 1967, we remember very well the anxiety and the fear that prevailed 

throughout the Jewish world. 
 

Israel, who had gained independence just 19 years earlier, was surrounded and 

threatened by well-armed enemies on all sides.  Egypt, Syria and Jordan, aided 

by Iraqi soldiers, were about to carry out their stated goal of annihilating the 

Jewish State and driving it into the sea.  Special prayers were recited in every 

synagogue and money was raised to help Israel.  Some of us remember and 

were troubled watching Israelis dig thousands of graves, fearing that there 

would be mass slaughter. 
 

Those were tense days and weeks.  Was this the making of another Holocaust?  We had by now 

learned the extent of the horrors of the Holocaust committed by the Nazis.  Some Holocaust 

survivors had made it to Israel together with all the pioneers who were building the new Jewish 

State.  God forbid if these Jews fell into the hands of their enemies. 
 

Relief came a few days into the war.  We stayed up late, watching reports of the battles.  We saw 

the preemptive destruction by Israel of the Egyptian air force and the largest graveyard ever for 

thousands of disabled Egyptian tanks in Sinai.  This young, nineteen year-old country, which was 

outnumbered by the armies of the enemy from the south, the north and the east, prevailed and, in 

just six days, the war was over. 
 

One of the most beautiful moments in this war was that of the leader of the Israeli unit that 

liberated Jerusalem and announced to the world, òHar Habayit BõYadenu!ó - òThe Temple Mount is 

in Our Hands!ó.  The Shofar that was sounded by the Wall was heard throughout the world. 
 

Historians will tell you that the Six-Day War had a significant impact not only on Israel, but on Jews 

in every part of the world.  Jews were proud of what Israel had accomplished.  It became acceptable 

in every circle of life to identify with Israel and to express our love for Israel. 
 

Soviet media and propaganda had described the Egyptian army as winning and about to enter Tel 

Aviv.  When the truth became known, Israelõs success had a tremendous impact on Soviet Jewry.  

They were proud of being Jews, and soon, refuseniks came on the scene and American Jewry was at 

the forefront of the ôLet My People Goõ campaign, which led to freedom for Soviet Jewry. 
 

Fifty years later, the joy of this extraordinary event has faded, especially among the young people 

who did not witness it.  Let us reflect on this 50th anniversary of the war and of the liberation of 

Jerusalem.  Our parents and grandparents, going back 2000 years, have prayed three times a day for 

the return of Jerusalemñfor the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  Every year at the end of the Seder they 

declared, òNext Year in Jerusalem.óFeel proud that you are part of the generation that has seen and 

witnessed the fulfillment of this dream. 
 

òSha-alu Shlom Yerushalayimó -    
 

Join Jews and friends throughout the world in òPraying for the peace of Jerusalem.ó 
 

Avram 
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M ESSAGE FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  

Shalom Aleichem, everyone!! 

 

Well, weõve come thru an incredibly busy spring, what with Purim, Pesach and Shavuot, 

2 Bõnai Mitzvah, Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron, Yom HaAtzmaõut and Yom Yerusha-

layim, plus end-of-year festivities for our Religious School students and their families. 

And even though May 21st was a literal wash-out for Landscaping Day, weõll hope for 

better weather on Sunday June 4th and give it another try. As always, Iõm incredibly 

grateful to all of you who work so hard to support this synagogue. Itõs because of all of 

you that we are where we are today. 

 

This summer is going to be relatively quiet compared to the spring which has just passed. It is traditionally 

the time when that portion of the Talmud known as Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) is studied. Pirkei 

Avot is the one portion of the Talmud that deals only with ethical and moral principlesñthere are virtually 

no laws found in it. It is, therefore, appropriate that one study it during the weeks of summer, leading up to 

the High Holy Days in the fall. By incorporating these principles into our own lives now, we will be better 

prepared to enter into the Days of Awe. 

 

It is almost impossible to rank any category of ethical and moral principles discussed in Pirkei Avot higher 

than any other. One cannot, for example, respect G-d without seeking peace or showing kindness to oth-

ers. Likewise, one cannot show kindness to others without respecting the other personõs rights or being 

careful in speech. It is one of the beauties of the Torah, the Talmud, and all of their subsequent commentar-

ies, that they advocate a unified, integrated approach to life, leading to joy, happiness, contentment and 

peace. I encourage you to obtain a copy of Pirkei Avot for your own personal study. Its teachings are beau-

tiful, its passages are memorable (itõs been called the òBartlettõsó of the Jewish people, referring to the fa-

mous reference book of quotations), and, for those who feel that Talmud study is beyond their capability, it 

can be a wonderful introduction to this amazingly rich body of work. 

 

On another note, this column marks my final Presidentõs newsletter message to all of you. I will have more 

to say on my tenure between now and the annual picnic on Sunday August 20th, but for now let me just 

state how honored and humbled Iõve been to serve as a leader of this synagogue and this congregation for 

the past 6 years. Working alongside Rabbi Ettedgui, my fellow board officers and members, and the entire 

membership of Sharei Chesed has been one of the most satisfying activities of my life, and I thank all of you 

for the opportunity to serve. We have accomplished much during this time, and it is my sincere hope that, 

with G-dõs help, the momentum we have created will carry us far into the future. 

 

Enjoy your summerñsee you in shul, and at the picnic!! 

 

BõShalom, 

 

Bernie 

DAILY MINYAN  
Join us Monday through Thursday at 5:45 PM for Mincha and Maõariv and help make the 

Minyan. 
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AIPAC P OLICY  CONFERENCE  2017 

By Jerry and Sharon Berkowitz 

 

Once again Sharon and I, joined by Barbara and Howard 

Kirschner, had the privilege of attending the annual AIPAC 

Policy Conference in Washington, D.C.  For us it was our fifth 

conference in a row and it still remains one of our most 

rewarding experiences.  We joined 18,000 pro-Israel activists 

of all political persuasions, with diverse religious and ethnic 

backgrounds, to show our support, learn, and lobby our 

senators and congressional representatives in our common 

cause. 

 

The event is frenetic, educational, and thoroughly enjoyable.  We learned about foreign 

policy, art and entertainment, heard human interest stories, and were amazed by the 

latest in Israeli technology.  One of the highlights was observing a device create clean, 
filtered drinking water from the air.  We heard great speeches from a variety of sources. 

 These included Nikki Haley, our new UN ambassador, who is bringing a new focus to 

that organization, the Vice President, Republican and Democratic political leaders, and 

members of the Israeli Knesset.  Lastly, we enjoyed great entertainment and fellowship 

with our fellow delegates from all over the world. 

 

We are already enrolled for next year.  Think about joining us, and for those interested, 

please talk to us and we will be delighted to answer any questions you might have. 

 

**NOTE**  The next AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington, D.C. is scheduled for  

March 4th thru 6th, 2018.  To learn more about òAmericaõs Pro-Israel Lobbyó, go to: 

 

http://www.aipac.org 

 

and find out all the ways you can become 

involved. 

NOW AVAILABLE!  
Rabbi Ettedgui writes a weekly Dõvar Torah that is sent to over 230 members and 

friends. Would you like to be added to our list? If yes, please go to: 

www.shareichesed.org/sermons and click on the link at the bottom of the page. 
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KABBALAT  SHABBATñFRIDAY  EVENING  JUNE  9TH  

On Monday June 5th, 1967, Israel launched a pre-emptive strike against Egyptian airfields at the 

start of what came to be known as the Six-Day War.  On Saturday June 11th, a cease-fire was 

signed after Israel defeated the Arab forces, captured large amounts of territory (including the 

Old City of Jerusalem) and achieved what historians consider one of the greatest victories in mili-

tary history. 

 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Six-Day war, and we are honored to have a veteran 

of that war as our special guest speaker for our Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday evening June 9th at 

6:30 P.M.  Tuvia Abramson was born in Israel, served in the military, and completed his under-

graduate degree work at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He came to the United States where he 

earned his master's degree in Higher Education at the 

University of Minnesota, and later became its Hillel 

director. In 1994, the national Hillel office asked Tu-

via to become Hillel executive director at Penn State, 

where he remained for 12 years. Today, Tuvia lives in 

the Twin Cities and works with the Jewish Artists' 

Laboratory, an arts initiative through the Sabes JCC. 

His experiences in 1967 make for an inspiring story 

you wonõt want to miss!!  

 
**RESERVATIONS REQUIRED NO LATER 

THAN NOON ON MONDAY JUNE 5TH**   

Call the synagogue office at 763-545-8800. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  OUR RECENT  BõNOT  M ITZVAH  

We were thrilled and proud this past spring to be a part of the Bõnot Mitzvah of Maria Sakurets 

on Saturday April 29th, and Elizabeth Rose Janson on Saturday May 13th. 
 

Maria (pictured on the left) is the daughter of Pavel and Alexandra Sakurets, sister of Anna, Elaina 

and Katerina, and brother of Evan of blessed memory.  Maria is also the granddaughter of Jon and 

Nina of Belarus, of Liliya, and of Anatoly of blessed memory. 
 

Elizabeth (pictured on the right) is the 

daughter of Rita Melnik and David Jan-

son, sister of Brandon, and step daugh-

ter of Matthew Haumschild.  She is also 

the granddaughter of Eugene and Dina 

Melnik of Plymouth MN, and Gwendolyn 

and Gaetan Janson. 
 

Mazal Tov!! 
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PICTURES  FROM  PURIM  PARTY  5777 

Our annual Purim Party on Sunday March 12th was a huge success, as you can 

see from these pictures.  The crowds were bigger, the costumes were more outrageous, and 

everyone had a great time.  Special thanks to our friends Judith Eisner and òEisnerõs Klezmo-

rimó for providing the soundtrack to a great celebration, to Bruce Colton and his amazing 

magic show, and to all of the kids for their talent, their energy, and their enthusiasm. 


